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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE
NEIGHBORS IN POVERTY:  CAUCUS TO DISCUSS 

STRATEGIES WITH CITIZENS

Farmington and Western Maine Region:  Advocates for working families and elderly people who live with the daily challenges of poverty will have an opportunity to meet and talk with citizens on Wednesday, March 21 during a 7:00am – 9:30am meeting of the Western Maine Legislative Caucus at the University of Maine at Farmington.  The public is invited and organizers hope that people who are facing poverty come to share their perspectives and to inspire community action.  

The forum will begin with a viewing of the short film, “Working Poor in Western Maine”.  Scott Planting, Coordinator of the Mission at the Eastward, will facilitate comments from the individuals in the film.  There will be displays by Seniors Plus, the Career Center, MSAD 9 Adult Education, and Women, Work and Community.   Janice Daku of Western Maine Community Action will discuss the Keeping Seniors Home program and UMF Professor Doug Dunlap will talk about the Franklin County Community College Network.

Franklin County is one of the only counties in Maine without access to a community college or university center.  The Franklin County Community College Network was formed over a year ago to explore ways of bringing community college courses to Franklin County.  Spearheaded by Gary Perlson of SAD 58 and including partners from the business and nonprofit sectors, the network is currently partnering with Central Maine Community College to provide courses at sites within Franklin County and has approximately 100 area residents enrolled in courses this semester.
Lisa Pohlmann, Associate Director at Maine Center for Economic Policy (MECEP) will speak on the topic of "State Strategies to Help End Poverty in Maine".   MECEP works to advance public policies that help Maine people prosper in a strong, fair and sustainable economy.  Pohlmann will refer to two reports published by MECEP, "Being Poor in Maine: 1960-2010" and “Getting By: Livable Wages in 2004”.  The report highlights that the cost of housing, childcare and health care continue to grow faster than the cost of living.  At the same time the “poverty level”, used to determine eligibility for government benefits, has increased only at the rate of the consumer price index.  This leaves thousands of people in Maine without the financial ability to meet their basic needs.  Pohlmann will outline MECEP’s recommendations for state policy changes to address this inequity.

Citizens and legislators are invited to ask questions of the panel.  The March 21 public forum will begin at 7:00am with coffee, followed by a hearty breakfast in UMF’s North Dining Room in the Olsen Student Center. Registration is not required and there is no cost.  Everyone is welcome.

The Western Maine Legislative Caucus was formed in 1995.  It works closely with state legislators to share information and develop strategies and a legislative agenda that will work for a positive future for the people of western Maine.  

In addition to the University of Maine at Farmington, supporting organizations of the Caucus include School Administrative District 9, Western Maine Community Action, Franklin Community Health Network, Mission at the Eastward and the Western Mountains Alliance.  For more information or to share an idea for a future forum topic, please contact the Western Mountains Alliance (207) 778-3885.
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